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HOME LEARNING PROCEDURE
RATIONALE:

Home learning activities are provided by the school to consolidate and enhance school learning. The school
encourages students to share their learning with their parents/caregivers for support and encouragement.

Purpose:
1. To foster parent/caregiver involvement in learning by keeping them in touch with what students are
learning at school.
2. To assist students to progressively develop independent study routines and learn to develop effective
management of their personal time.
3. To support students to develop basic Literacy and Mathematics skills that require regular and repeated
practise.

We recognise that whanau have a wide range of views on home learning.
We offer home learning that aims to:

® Be clear about the purpose, activities and timeframes

® Provide ideas for activities that can be adapted for a range of abilities, supported without specialist
knowledge or resources

e Allow flexibility for a range of family situations

e Share what is happening in school so that families can foster learning focused conversations and so that the
activities can be aligned to this

GUIDELINES:
Home Learning is:

1. Guided by best practice, community consultation and the school’s values, goals and targets.

2. Undertaken in partnership with families. The rationale for home learning is clearly and publicly explained,
consultation about home learning practices and information about changes to practice are shared with the
school community in advance of changes.

3. Communicated with families at the beginning of the year and, where relevant, discussed at meetings with
parents/caregivers. Home learning is communicated through the school website and from hubs via Seesaw..

4. Set within hubs and designed to be relevant to children’s learning needs, i.e., directly linked to ongoing
school learning.

5. Tasks and expectations are clearly communicated in oral and in written form so that children and their
parents/caregivers understand the expectations.

6. One of the many activities children engage in outside school hours that the school recognises will support
their school learning programme. The school acknowledges that there may be times when home learning
activities may not be completed due to other commitments or family activities.

MANAGEMENT DOCUMENTS:
Bellevue School ‘Home Learning Procedure’ is a document that guides the school’s home learning practice. This
document is regularly reviewed, is online and available in hard copy on request.
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HOME LEARNING SPECIFIC PROCEDURES:

1. Teachers regularly share home learning expectations with students in their class.

2. Teachers share home learning expectations with parents/caregivers at the beginning of the year, then termly
via Seesaw with each term’s new learning activities.

3. Termly Hub newsletters outline the in-school learning foci for the term so that Home Learning activities can
be linked to the learning that is taking place in class.

4. Home learning activities are explained to pupils. The required skills are taught as part of the classroom
programme.

5. Children are expected to share their home learning activities with parents/caregivers. Parents/caregivers are
encouraged to support their child with learning activities - questioning, prompting, discussing, encouraging
or supporting with study routines. Parents/caregivers are NOT expected to do home learning activities for
their children.

6. Teachers may need to adapt home learning expectations and activities to suit individual learning needs or
talk with parents/caregivers about these expectations.

7. The school recommends children spend approximately the following amount of time on their home learning
or activities each night:

10 minutes - New Entrants —year 2
15 minutes - Year 3 and Year 4
20 minutes - Year 5 and Year 6

8. Home Learning focuses on: Reading, Spelling, Writing and Mathematics, but as much as possible Home
Learning will also be relevant to the real world situations and linked to the wider curriculum.

9. For children in Year 0-2 it is recommended to prioritise Reading and Spelling.

10. Children are expected to read every day as part of their home learning.

11. Home learning that is completed is shared in class and acknowledged by the hub or whanau teacher.

In addition to home learning set by the whanau class teacher, students may choose to also complete Bellevue’s
Aroha Achievements. This is a series of awards with a set of challenges for Year 3 to Year 6 students. The challenges
are completed, by the students, in their own time throughout the year. At the end of the year, those students who
have completed the Aroha Achievements are presented with the following badges:

Year 3 — Bancroft Badge

Year 4 — Kenmore Badge

Year 5 — Horokiwi West Badge

Year 6 — Stewart Badge
The aim of Aroha Achievements is to show children that learning takes place in all parts of their lives and is an
enjoyable thing to do. There are four categories for the challenges that link the learning directly to our school values
of resilience, integrity, creativity and empathy. It incorporates out of school activities that they may already be doing
and encourages them to begin new learning experiences. There is an expectation that the students who elect to
complete the Aroha Achievements will take the major responsibility for working on the challenges with the support
of parents and whanau. At the start of the year, students who indicate an interest in completing the Aroha
Achievements are given a copy by their whanau/hub teachers.
Students who complete these extra learning projects are acknowledged in an end of year assembly where they
receive their badge and certificate.
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